SF‘ECIJAL ISSUE: GORGE

From the hig!ﬁ P|ains of the Co|oraclo Kiver \/a”eg in the west to the alpinc forests in the east, (Grand

Countﬂ’s classic landscape has charmed visitors and residents for more than two hundred years.
Ute and Ara ahoe tribes once frequented the area’s hot springs and the deep body of water the
P 9 pring pbeay Y
called Spirit | ake, named forits morning 1Cog. |n the 1800s Pioneers ventured over the high mountain
passes to scttle as Farmers, loggers and ranchers. ]n the 1 900s, more residents and tourists came to the
Picturesquc county in northern (olorado. Todaﬂ, a new wave of settlers is Pouring into Winter Park,
[Fraser, Granbg, Grand Lake and Kremmling to sl(i, hike and bike the mountains as well as to enjog world-
re a S O m S class Fishing and golf To satisﬂd the growing demand for l‘xousing, most of which is in the second home
market, new develoPments have been built in the Past few years, as the countg’s open spaces, Proximit3 to

t O b u y O r Dcnvcr, world-class recreation and relativclg cl‘neap land Prices have cauglﬁt the eye of real estate

clevc|opers as well as vacation home buycrs.
b U | | d | n - 'ﬂ T l]cgou are Iooking for the next successful area in the mountains look no further than Grancl Countg
1‘. cxPlains Jcrr9 D. Jones. [His company is the master devclopcr behind the uPsca|c Orvis Shorefox
| G ra n d subdivision Planned for Granbg as well as the (Grand [k subdivision nearbg. “Feople say theg want a
| P]acc that is reminiscent of what Colorado used to be and that is (Grand Countg——wiclc open spaces,
exPansive views and tons of amenities,” says Jones, who is also a veteran (Colorado ski resort executive.
Hcre are 10 reasons to bug or build a home in Granc{ Countg today.
i OUTDOOR FOUN. T he wealth of the world-class recreation in the midst of the beautiful terrain is

the countg’s main draw. Snow lovers can ski or board at Winter Farl( Resor’c, cross-countrg ski at the

Nordic center down the va”cy or snowmobile. \Warm weather means mountain biking down steep slopcs or

HOMERL

hiking and camping in Kock}j Mountain National Park, Arapahoe National [Forest, the [ndians Peaks and
\/asqucz wilderness areas, or any of the other Public lands that comprise a ma_joritg of the land in the
county. Flg ﬁshing on the Co|orado Kiver or gol}cing at Pro~clesignecl courses are also favorites.

2 CHO’CE From the 1 500 condominiums and townhomes scheduled to be built at the base of the Winter Park ski area to new subdivisions near Kremmling and

T abernash, the choices for vacation, retirement or investment Propcrties have never been greaterin (rand Countﬂ. Existing dcvelopmcnts such as the luxurious



Trac{emark condominiums near the base of Winter Fark, Corncrstone, the uPscaIe Kendezvous cabins built bg Denvers Koebel & Co‘ between Winter Fark and [Traser,
and the more moc{est, older condominium Projects in Winter Fark such as [ Countrg [Haus are examples of available choices.

3 AFFRECIAT]ON The average home sale Price in the county in ZOOéJumPed 20 percent to about $450,000, based on a representation of Iistings from the
Grand County Boarc{ of Rcaltors. Avcragc Priccs are up to 40 Pcrccnt from 200%.

4 BEAT THE KUSH Some 80 million ba]:)g boomers will retire in the (J).5. over the next decade. Not all of them will end up in (Grand Countg, of course, but
the county expects to see a continued influx of Potcntial bugcrs in this rclative19 un&cvc|opcd Patch of Colorado ski country. “(olorado’s other resort destinations
have matured,” says Jones. “Thereis no property left and what is left is at astronomical Prices. So (Grand Countg is a Bargain.”

5 W]NTEK FARK RESORT The Pro{:ilc of the areais bcing raised in part bg the rcdevclopment Plarmcc{ }Jg Jntrawest for Winter Park Resort, the closest
major ski area to metro Denver. [Traser Crossing and I:ounclers Fointe, the first major residential oucxterings at the base of the ski areain almost a clecacle, are
scheduled for construction this year. New s}ﬁops and restaurants will follow in 2008. T he focus will |il<613 be on Coloraclo~stgle, Familgﬂcriendlg omclcerings.

6 BE_KTHOUD FPASS TAMED. A century ago Berthoud Pass was threaded }33 a singlc stagccoach road that climbed to its 1 1,500-foot elevation before
descending into [ raser \/a”ey on its way to meet the train at Granbg. I ven after it was Paved in the 19%0s, the steep and winc{ing road continued to intimidate with its
hairpin curves and lack olcguardraﬂs. As of November 2006, this changc& when an estimated $76 million improvement Prcjcct was Fina”g comp|ctcéjust in time for ski
season. | he road has been widened to three lanes, and broad shoulders,

7 THE GRAND LAKE. YACHT CLUDB. Water sports may not come to mind when you think of mountain recreation, but boating has a long and
&istinguishec‘ historg in the county. (Grand | ake, Sha&ow Mountain Reservoir and Granbg | ake are host to a number of marinas and boating enthusiasts. |n 1902, a
few members of Denver's social elite founded the (Grand | ake Yacht Club c]espite the clﬁa”enge of transPorting PeoPIe and equipment over dirt roads and 10,000~
FootJ'ngh mountain passes to the shores of the state’s clccpcst natural lake. T he rustic Privatc club still stands on the north shore of the lake and hosts a national
sailboat race each August. Alternativelg, white water fans can test their skills in kagaks or rafts in the (Colorado and the county’s other fast-water rivers.

8 QL DWEST CHARM. T ourists and cattle continue to drive the economy todag as thcg have for atleast a century. The county is determined to preserve its
Western heritage, incluc{ing the many working ranches in its western Portion. | ocal and national rodeos are still held cach week in the summer. A half-dozen dude
ranches still operate in the area.

9 CONSERVAT]ON Open space is a natural resource that residents are determined to guarcl. “That is our number one master Plan goal,” says Debbie
Campbe”, director of Planning and zoning for (Grand Countg and a decac{e~|ong county resident. Some 75 percent of (Grand Count3 is alreadg Public land. [ fforts
to protect the working ranches that are part of the area’s cultural history and that represent valued open space in the Privatc sector are unc{cwvag. Some say more
needs to be done to ensure the county’s open spaces and rural li{:estgle are Preser\/ed.

10 SFECTACULAK FRONT DOORS. | ike a mgthical ShanngLa, (irand County is guarded 135 aring of mountains, including the Continental Divide
on its north and east sides. T o enter, most visitors ascend from I stes Fark through the clouds via Miners Fass in the Rockg Mountain National Fark, over Berthouci
[ass to the south of Rabbit [" ars Pass in the northwest corner. Descending, drivers are treated to some of the best views in the state. More than ever, many are

second-homeowners headed to their own slices of Paraclise.
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